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Sir James Macdonald.
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Dr. Johnson said, the inscription should have been in Latin, as every thing intended to be universal and permanent should be'.
great comfort to me to have had you near me, yet perhaps I ought to rejoice, on your account, that you had not the pain of such a spectacle. I have been now a week in Rome, and wish I could continue to give you the same good accounts of my recovery as I did in my last; but I must own that, for three days past, I have been in a very weak and miserable state, which however seems to give no uneasiness to my physician. My stomach has been greatly out of order, without any visible cause; and the palpitation does not decrease. I am told that my stomach will soon recover its tone, and that the palpitation must cease in time. So I am willing to believe; and with this hope support the little remains of spirits which I can be supposed to have, on the forty-seventh day of such an illness. Do not imagine I have relapsed ;—I only recover slower than I expected. If my letter is shorter than usual, the. cause of it is a dose of physiok, which has weakened me so much to-day, that I am not able to write a long letter. I will make up for it next post, and remain always
•Your most sincerely affectionate son,
'], MACDONALD.'
He grew gradually worse; and on the night before his death he wrote as follows from Frescuti:—
'MV DKAK MOTOKK,
'Though I did not mean to deceive you in my last letter from Rome, yet certainly you would have very little reason to conclude of the very great and constant danger I have gone through ever since that time. My life, which is still almost entirely desperate, did not at that time appear to me so, otherwise I should have represented, in its true colours, a fact which acquires very little horror by that means, and comes with redoubled force by deception. There is no circumstance of danger and pain of which I have not had the experience, for a continued series of above a fortnight; during which time I have settled my affairs, after my death, with as much distinctness as the hurry and the nature of the thing could admit of. In case of the worst, the Abbe Grant will be my executor in this part of the world, and Mr. Mackenzie in Scotland, where my object has been to make you and my younger brother as independent of the eldest as possible.' BOSWKU.. Horace Walpolc (Letters, vii, 291), in 1779, thus mentions this 'younger brother*;-—' Macdonald abused Lord North in very gross, yet too applicable, terms; and next day pleaded he had been drunk, recanted, and was all admiration and esteem for his Lordship's talents and virtues.'                   ' Sec ante, iii. 97, and/or/, Oct. 28.
Thismight have been taken for a Judge Jefferies about to open a royal commission to try them as
